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Here’s a nice trick to help you do percent problems. 
 
Whenever you have a percent problem,  
draw a cross like this:  

Portion Percent
Whole 100 

 
then fill in three of the four squares. 
The other blank square will be the number you want to find. 
 
Locate two entries in your cross diagonally placed from each other.  Multiply 
those two numbers together.  Take the new number and divide by the leftover 
number.  This is the answer! 
 
Example 1:    What is 20% of 50? First we fill out our cross:  

? 20 
50 100 

 
The numbers 20 and 50 are located diagonally across from each other.  We 
multiply them together: 20 x 50 = 1000. 
Now divide by the leftover number:  1000 ÷ 100 = 10, therefore 20% of 50 is 10. 
 
Example 2:    45 is what percent of 300?   First we fill out our cross:  

45 ? 
300 100 

 
We multiply together: 45 x 100 = 4500 
Now divide by the leftover number:  4500 ÷ 300 = 15, therefore 45 is 15% of 300. 
 
 
Example 3:    60 is 80% of what number?  First we fill out our cross:  

60 80 
? 100 

 
We multiply together: 60 x 100 = 6000 
Now divide by the leftover number:  6000 = 75, therefore 60 is 80% of 75. 


